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I. What is the benefit of using commentaries for Bible study? 

A. A commentary is “a systematic series of explanations or interpretations (as of a 
writing).”1 

B. Commentaries provide various perspectives on the meaning of a Bible verse or 
passage. 

Where no counsel is, the people fall, but in the multitude of 
counselors there is safety (Proverbs 11:14). 

C. Be careful not to misuse commentaries in your Bible study. 

1. Don’t wander away from the Scriptures and get lost in stacks of 
commentaries!  

Of making many books there is no end; and much study is a 
weariness of the flesh (Ecclesiastes 12:12). 

“There are literally thousands of books on Bible related subjects in print. No one 
can collect or effectively utilize all of them. Many books are not worthy of reading. 
Others are beyond the skills of many laymen. It is better to begin collecting Bible study 
helps carefully and purposely. A relatively short shelf can contain the beginning books 
needed for basic Bible study. As the study skills improve and knowledge broadens, 
these volumes can be expanded.”2 

2. Be sure that you are primarily searching the Scripture! 

a) The best commentary on Scripture is Scripture itself.  

These [Bereans] were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of 

                                                           
1 Communication, in the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, http://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/commentary (accessed July 8, 2011). 
2 Milton Jones, Methods of Bible Study (Manhattan, IL: Fountain of Life Ministries, IL), 75. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commentary
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commentary


mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so (Acts 17:11). 

b) Learn how to use the Bible as a commentary. 

(1) Consider the verses before and after the verses you are 
studying. 

(2) Consider the purpose and themes of the entire book and 
consider how the verses you are studying relate to that information. 

(3) If you are studying some New Testament verses, consider the 
broader New Testament in relation to the verses. 

(4) Also do a little digging to find out if the verses you are 
studying feature any quotations, paraphrases, or allusions to previous 
verses – perhaps things that Jesus said, or things that were mentioned 
before in the Old Testament. Then consider the verses in light of what 
you discover. 

Consulting a book like a Commentary on the New 
Testament Use of the Old Testament is a very helpful step to 
take in your study of New Testament passages.3 

3. Be sure that you are developing your own Bible beliefs and convictions 
– you don’ want to be a parrot! 

Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind (Romans 
14:5). 

 “Tremendous sums of money can be spent on commentaries. There are literally 
hundreds to choose from. It is best to begin with a very basic set like Matthew Henry 
and add thereto as you develop confidence in authors and as opportunities arise. 

                                                           
3 G. K. Beale and D. A. Carson, Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament (Grand 

Rapids, MI;  Nottingham, UK: Baker Academic;  Apollos, 2007). 



Individual commentaries on particular books are usually more helpful than multi-
volume sets, particularly for the personal Bible study.4 

II. How should I use a commentary? 

A. Begin with the Bible –reading, rereading and meditating on the words of the 
passage. 

The entire process should be carried out in a prayerful 
manner. See Psalm 119:18. 

B. Consider any relevant cross-references. 

A cross reference is another verse or passage that is closely 
related in some way to the verse or passage you are studying. 

C. Perform word studies that might be helpful to understand the passage. 

D. Study manners and customs related to the passage (if necessary). 

E. Then refer to commentaries to help you grapple with lingering questions about 
the text.  

1. Remember that a commentary is not some kind of answer key or Cliff 
Notes.  

2. A commentary simply provides another man’s thoughts on the 
scripture text. Don’t assume that the commentator is always right. 

The Bible is your ultimate authority on the commentator, 
not vice versa! 

                                                           
4 Jones, 77. 



3. Before you take a commentary seriously, you should evaluate the 
theological position of the author and/or editor. 

a) Locate the author’s name 

b) Read the author’s biographical sketch, if it appears in the book 

c) Perform a Google search on the author’s name 

d) Evaluate whether or not the author represents a legitimate, 
orthodox, biblical perspective – and is not unbelieving or heretical 
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