
A SELECTIVE GUIDE TO BIBLICAL COMMENTARIES 

Book A Clear Gold Silver or Gold—A 
Toss-up 

At Least a 
Bronze 

Genesis1  George Bush/ H. Leupold John J. Davis (From Paradise to 
Prison) 

Exodus George Bush  J. J. Davis (Moses & the gods of Egypt) 

Leviticus  A. Bonar/George Bush Gordon Wenham (NICOT) 

Numbers George Bush  R. K. Harrison/G. 
Wenham (TOTC) 

Deuteronomy  George Bush/Eugene 
Merrill (NAC) 

Peter Craigie (NICOT) 

Joshua George Bush  Marten Woudstra (NICOT) 

Judges Leon Wood  A. Fausset/A. Cundall 
(TOTC)/George Bush 

Ruth Leon Morris (TOTC)   

Samuel  J. Baldwin (TOTC)/Davis & 
Whitcomb (A History of Israel)2 

 

Kings D. J. Wiseman (TOTC)  Davis & Whitcomb/Paul R. 
House (NAC) 

Chronicles  J. Barton Payne (in 
EBC)/Eugene Merrill 

J. A. Thompson (NAC) 

Ezra/Nehemiah Derek Kidner (TOTC)  F. C. Fenham (NICOT) 

Esther John Whitcomb  J. Baldwin (TOTC) 

Job  Albert Barnes/Robert L. 
Alden (NAC) 

John E. Hartley (NICOT)/ 
Francis Andersen (TOTC) 

Psalms Derek Kidner (TOTC)  J. A. Alexander/Spurgeon 

Proverbs Derek Kidner (TOTC) Pete Steveson (BJU) Charles Bridges/Garrett 

Song of Solomon G. Lloyd Carr (TOTC)   

Ecclesiastes Derek Kidner (BST)  Ernst Hengstenberg 

Isaiah E. J. Young (3 vols.)  J. Alec Motyer/H. Leupold 

Jeremiah Derek Kidner (BST)  J. A. Thompson NICOT) 

Lamentations Walter Kaiser Jr.   

Ezekiel  Charles Feinberg/Daniel 
Block (NICOT) 

Patrick Fairbairn 

Daniel Leon Wood  Robert Culver/John 
Walvoord 

Hosea3 Derek Kidner (BST)   

Joel  Leslie Allen (NICOT)/D. 
Hubbard (TOTC) 

 

Amos Alec Motyer (BST)   

Obadiah  Leslie Allen (NICOT)/ 
David Baker (TOTC) 

Bryan Beyer 

Jonah  John Walton/Hugh Martin  

Micah  Bruce Waltke (TOTC)/ 
Leslie Allen (NICOT) 

 

                                                 
1 Keep in mind that, for many OT books, the best commentary is the multi-volume set by C. F. Keil and F. Kelitzsch.  The Bible Knowledge Commentary is also helpful. 
2 This is a useful and conservative commentary on the historical books. 
3 Several very helpful works cover all the Minor Prophets:  Charles Feinberg, E. B. Pusey, T. E. McComiskey. 



Abbreviations 
BST Bible Speaks Today 
EBC Expositor’s Bible Commentary 
NAC New American Commentary 
NICNT New International Commentary on the NT 
NICOT New International Commentary on the OT 
NIGTC New International Greek Testament Commentary 
TOTC Tyndale OT Commentary 

Book A Clear Gold Silver or Gold—A 
Toss-up 

At Least a 
Bronze 

Nahum Walter Maier (Concordia)  Richard Patterson 

Habakkuk D. Martyn Lloyd Jones   Richard Patterson 

Zephaniah Richard Patterson  O. Palmer Robertson 
(NICOT) 

Haggai  Eugene Merrill/P. Verhoef 
(NICOT) 

 

Zechariah David Baron  Eugene Merrill/C. Feinberg 

Malachi  Eugene Merrill/Walter 
Kaiser 

P. Verhoef (NICOT) 

Matthew John A. Broadus  Leon Morris/J. C. Ryle 

Mark D. Edmond Hiebert  H. B. Swete/J. C. Ryle 

Luke Norval Geldenhuys  J. C. Ryle/F. Godet 

John  B. F. Westcott/Leon 
Morris 

D. A. Carson (Pillar)/J. C. 
Ryle 

Acts  F. F. Bruce/ R. J. Knowling 
(in The Expositor’s Greek Testament) 

R. B. Rackham 

Romans  John Murray 
(NICNT)/Charles Hodge 

D. Martyn Lloyd Jones/ W. 
Sanday & A. C. Headlam 

I & II Corinthians Philip E. Hughes (II Cor.) 
 

Robertson & 
Plummer/Charles Hodge 

Gordon D. Fee (NICNT)/ 
F. Godet 

Galatians John Eadie  F. F. Bruce/J. B. Lightfoot 

Ephesians  Peter O’Brien/John Eadie D. Martyn Lloyd Jones (8 
vols.)/Charles Hodge 

Philippians  John Eadie/J. B. Lightfoot Peter O’Brien (NIGTC)/J. 
J. Muller (NICNT) 

Colossians John Eadie  F. F. Bruce (NICNT)/J. B. 
Lightfoot 

I & II Thessalonians D. Edmond Hiebert  John Eadie/Leon Morris 
(NICNT) 

I & II Timothy George Knight (NIGTC)  D. Edmond Hiebert (I 
Timothy) 

Titus George Knight (NIGTC)  J. N. D. Kelly/Homer Kent 

Philemon  H. C. G. Moule/J. B. 
Lightfoot 

Peter O’Brien (Word)/ F. 
F. Bruce (NICNT) 

Hebrews  Philip E. Hughes/B. F. 
Westcott 

F. F. Bruce (NICNT) 

James  Joseph Mayor /D. Edmond 
Hiebert 

 

I & II Peter D. Edmond Hiebert  
 

 Edward G. Selwyn (1 Peter) 

John’s Epistles  D. Edmond Hiebert/B. F. 
Westcott 

Donald W. Burdick 

Jude D. Edmond Hiebert  Thomas Manton 

Revelation Robert L. Thomas (2 vols.)  Walvoord/Ryrie 

 



Brief analysis of leading commentary sets: 
Expositor’s Bible Commentary (EBC).  A twelve volume set on the entire Bible that is fairly conservative and 
quite helpful.  It is based on the NIV, and includes several expositors that are premillennial in their 
eschatological perspective.  Many different authors contributed to the commentary series, and some volumes 
are more helpful than others.  I would say that this is a must for the preacher, if at all possible. 
 
Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament.  There is also a set of Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament, but it is not 
entirely written by Barnes. ☺  Although the latter is still quite helpful in many cases, it is his Notes on the New 
Testament that are of especial value.  Albert Barnes (1798-1870) pastored for over 40 years and his writings 
have a unique blend of scholarly insight, exegetical instinct, and pastoral application.  One caution:  Just 
beware that his view on imputation of sin in Romans may not be entirely orthodox. 
 
New Bible Commentary.  An excellent, concise, one-volume commentary on the whole Bible, that I wish 
were more uniformly conservative.  However, it is very useful and will reward the discerning reader with 
many helps.  Some surprising treasures in the OT are Derek Kidner’s commentary on Isaiah, Gleason 
Archer’s on Micah, O. T. Allis’ on Leviticus, etc. 
 
New American Commentary series.  A multi-volume commentary series on the entire Bible, written by 
numerous authors who write primarily from a southern Baptist background.  Most writers are quite 
conservative but Reformed.  Some volumes are absolutely outstanding, although very few write from a 
premillennial perspective. 
 
Word Biblical Commentary series.  This multi-volume commentary series on the entire Bible is often cited as 
a monument to evangelical exegesis and scholarship.  Unfortunately, some of the authors are far from 
conservative.  There are some notable exceptions (Mounce on the Pastoral Epistles, Hawthorne on 
Philippians, O’Brien on Ephesians, etc.).  The depth of scholarly detail in many of the commentaries may be a 
help to the diligent student, just be sensitive to non-conservative tendencies or positions. 
 
New International Greek Testament Commentary series.  This is an excellent set based, as its title suggests, 
on the Greek text.  The authors tend to be conservative (but not uniformly—such as the volume on Matthew 
by Nolland).  A knowledge of Greek is not absolutely necessary to use this series, but without such 
knowledge one’s use of this set will be limited.   
 
New International Commentary on the Old and New Testament.  This multi-volume set on the OT and NT 
has proved itself useful over the years.  Again, one must use the volumes with discretion since not all authors 
are entirely conservative.  Also, older volumes are regularly being replaced with newer ones that I am not 
convinced are as good.  Be aware that some commentators, like Fee on I Corinthians, while producing an 
excellent commentary also reveal “Pentecostal” tendencies. 
 
Tyndale OT and NT Commentary series.  Although a multi-volume set on the entire Bible, the individual 
volumes themselves tend to be short (in comparison to those in NICOT or NICNT) and thus more readable.  
The authors are generally conservative or “classic evangelicalism”, although not normally premillennial in 
their perspective.  Some volumes are simply outstanding—Kidner’s work on Genesis, Psalms, and Proverbs, 
for example.  This set is definitely worth investing in! 
 
Keil & Delitzsch OT Commentary set.  Normally printed in ten volumes, this set is worth its weight in gold 
although it is over one hundred years old.  The writers are German, fairly conservative (but read with 
discernment!), and exhibit a masterly grasp of the Old Testament.  Although very technical (with lots of 
Hebrew, Greek, and even Arabic), one will often find “devotional nuggets” that will bless you spiritually.  In 
many cases, it is still the best commentary on some books of the Old Testament. 
 



Wycliffe Bible Commentary.  In my opinion, this is perhaps the best one-volume commentary on the Bible.  
My limited use of it found it generally conservative with comments that although necessarily brief were 
incredibly helpful and exegetically sound.  I am not sure that one can still purchase it new, but if you find a 
used copy of it, sell your cell phone and buy it! 
 
The Bible Speaks today.  This set spans the OT and NT.  Its writers are generally conservative (although 
exercise discernment), and normally British in their setting.  As is true with a commentary that has multiple 
commentators (normally each book of the Bible is commented on by a different scholar), it is varied in its 
usefulness.  The value of this commentary is not so much in verse-by-verse exposition, although it has some 
of this, but in its overall grasp of the message of a book and of the sections/paragraphs within a book of the 
Bible.  Some of its OT volumes are excellent (especially those by Kidner [Jeremiah, Ecclesiastes, and Hosea] 
and Motyer [Amos]).  NT volumes written by Motyer and John Stott will be especially helpful (although keep 
in mind that Stott sides with annihilationism). 
 
The Pulpit Commentary.  This set is an old standard, one considered a “must-have” for every preacher.  
Although it contains nuggets of wisdom and outlines sprinkled throughout, many today find it dated (old) and 
lacking somewhat in exegetical precision.  It still contains helpful items and will repay consultation.  Since it is 
so old, it is often available for free in Bible software packages. 
 
Baker’s New Testament Commentary.  This twelve-volume set on the NT is authored by two reformed 
scholars, Hendricksen and Kistemaker.  It is conservative and combines exegetical depth with reverent, 
devotional insights.  Reviews on this commentary seem to be mixed—some preachers finding it more helpful, 
while others less so. 
 
Baker’s Exegetical Commentary on the NT.  As the title suggests, this set is only on the NT and even that is 
not complete.  Individual volumes continue to appear from time to time.  It is cited as a masterpiece of 
evangelical scholarship (see, for example, Darrell Bock’s massive two volumes on Luke).  As is often the case, 
however, “true” evangelical scholarship is often equated with bringing into one’s comments a more open 
(compromising) attitude toward liberal unbelieving scholarship, and this same unfortunate situation threatens 
the uniform good of this set.  However, certain volumes are simply outstanding and provide a wealth of 
information one cannot find elsewhere. 
 
UBS Handbooks for Translators.  This multi-volume set features individual commentaries on (as far as I 
know) every book of the Bible.  The volumes are shorter in length and are directed toward translators.  The 
authors of the commentaries definitely do not favor a word-for-word translation philosophy, but I have often 
found this set helpful in better grasping the meaning of a text.  Again, as with most commentary sets, use with 
discretion. 
 
Bible Knowledge Commentary.  This two-volume set (one on the OT and one on the NT) is a must-have for 
the pre-millennial, pre-tribulational, dispensationalistic preacher, as this is one of the few whole Bible 
commentaries written from that perspective.  For this reason, it is especially helpful in the OT where so many 
truly classic commentaries fail to interpret prophecy premillennially.  Also, its exegesis and comments, 
although brief, often provide a concise insight that you will find extremely helpful in deciding on the 
interpretation of a given passage.  This is a must-have for the preacher. 
 
Pillar NT Commentary series.  Only limited NT volumes are already available but those released have been 
excellent.  Commentators are generally conservative and maintain a judicious balance of exegetical and 
devotional/application-oriented comments.  I would highly recommend almost any volume in this series. 
 
 
 


