
THE BASICS OF BIBLE INTERPRETATION

Your Responsibility 

to Understand the 

Bible



I. God communicates to people 

through the words he has 

revealed in Scripture.



A. He communicated exactly

what he wanted us to know.

2 PETER 1:20-21



Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.

2 PETER 1:20-21



Moved means “carried along” 

like a ship is moved by the wind 

pushing into the sails

Moved by the Holy Spirit



B. He communicated all that 

we need to know.

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17



All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17



• Perfect means “fully qualified”

• Throughly means “being fully 
furnished” and “having all the 
parts you need.”

EVERYTHING YOU NEED



II. God expects people to 

understand what he says in 

Scripture accurately.



A. This is an individual, 

personal responsibility.

2 TIMOTHY 2:15



Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 TIMOTHY 2:15



Study to shew means “be 
diligent, do it with intense effort 
and motivation, work hard, do 
your very best.”

THE HARD WORK OF BIBLE STUDY



Rightly divide means to “cut 

something carefully and 

precisely.”

THE NEED TO BE ACCURATE



B. At the same time, it is 

appropriate for others to help 

you.

NEHEMIAH 8:1-12; ACTS 8:30-31



… and the Levites, caused the people to 
understand the law: and the people 
stood in their place. So they read in the 
book in the law of God distinctly, and 
gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading.

NEHEMIAH 8:7-8



And all the people went their way to 
eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great mirth, 
because they had understood the 
words that were declared unto them.

NEHEMIAH 8:12



And Philip ran thither to him, and heard 
him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 
Understandest thou what thou readest? 
And he said, How can I, except some 
man should guide me?

ACTS 8:30-31



III. Only those who are 
regenerate may fully 
comprehend the meaning of 
the Bible. 



A. Unregenerate people do not 
receive help from the Holy 
Spirit, which is necessary for 
understanding Scripture.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:14



But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can 
he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:14



Receive means to “welcome 
like a guest.” This attitude is 
necessary to understand the 
message of the Bible.

THE NECESSARY ATTITUDE



B. The Holy Spirit guides
believers to a proper 
understanding, but not 
automatically.

JOHN 16:13



When he, the Spirit of truth, is 

come, he will guide you into all 

truth...

JOHN 16:13



1. You need a reverential

mindset.

2 TIMOTHY 3:15



From a child thou hast known 

the holy scriptures…

2 TIMOTHY 3:15



Holy means “something that we 

should approach with 

reverence.”

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES



2. You need a prayerful

approach.

PSALM 119:18



Open thou mine eyes, that I 

may behold wondrous things 

out of thy law.

PSALM 119:18



3. You need an eager, 

welcoming attitude.

ACTS 17:11



They received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.

ACTS 17:11



Receive means to “welcome 
like a guest.” This attitude is 
necessary to understand the 
message of the Bible.

THE NECESSARY ATTITUDE



4. You need to practice serious

personal Bible study.

ACTS 17:11



They received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.

ACTS 17:11



“To try to learn the nature or truth of 
something by the process of careful 
study, evaluation and judgment; to 
examine carefully, to investigate, to 
study thoroughly.” (Louw and Nida)

SERIOUS BIBLE STUDY



IV. Responsible Bible study 

accomplishes two important 

purposes.



A. It enables you to be more 

mature and complete as a 

Christian.

2 TIMOTHY 3:17



That the man of God may be 

perfect, throughly furnished 

unto all good works.

2 TIMOTHY 3:17



B. It equips you to be faithful 

and fruitful in service to others.

2 TIMOTHY 3:17
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