
THE BASICS OF BIBLE INTERPRETATION

Understanding 

Bible Prophecy



I. There are two kinds of 

prophecy.

UNDERSTANDING PROPHECY



Forthtelling

Foretelling

TWO KINDS OF PROPHECY



II. Seek to understand the 

meaning and purpose of a 

prophecy in its original setting.
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III. Compare parallel or related

passages.
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IV. Resist the urge to 

allegorize, unless an allegory 

is clearly in view.
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V. Ask whether the prophecy 

has already been fulfilled or is 

yet to come.
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VI. Respond to the prophecy in 

a mature, faith-oriented

manner.
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Prophecy
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Comfort one another with these 

words.

1 THESSALONIANS 4:18



Let not your heart be troubled: 

ye believe in God, believe also 

in me.

JOHN 14:1
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Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Savior 
Jesus Christ.

TITUS 2:13
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Many of them which heard the 
word believed; and the number 
of the men was about five 
thousand.

ACTS 4:4



Certain men clave unto him, and 
believed: among the which was 
Dionysius the Areopagite, and a 
woman named Damaris, and 
others with them.

ACTS 17:34
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That he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.

TITUS 2:14



Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, be diligent 
that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and 
blameless.

2 PETER 3:14



We know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is. And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure.

1 JOHN 3:2-3
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Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as you know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58



Knowing therefore the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men … for the 
love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:11,14



VII.Remember that the primary 
purpose of prophecy is the role 
of the Messiah and the 
establishment of his reign.
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The testimony of Jesus is the 

spirit of prophecy.

REVELATION 19:10



HOMEWORK

 Complete the Bible Prophecy worksheet.

 Prepare for a final exam and group 

discussion on September 3rd.


