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I. Definition of Figures of Speech 

A word or phrase that is used to ___________________ something other than its 

____________, natural meaning. 

 

II. Guidelines for Differentiating Figurative and Literal Expression 

A.  Always take a passage in its _________ sense unless there is good 

_________ for doing otherwise. 

 

B. The figurative sense is intended if the ____________ would involve an 

________________. 

 

C.  Take the ______________ sense if the literal would demand _____________ 

action. 

 

D. Note whether a figurative expression is followed by an ________________ 

______________ statement. 

 

E. Sometimes a figure is marked by a _______________    _________________. 

 

III. Examples of Figures of Speech 

A. Simile - a _____________ in which one thing _____________ (by using like 

or as) resembles another. (Jer. 23:29, Psalm 1:3, 1 Peter 1:24, Luke 10:3) 

B.  Metaphor - a ____________ in which one thing is, acts like, or 

____________ another (Isaiah 40:6, Mat. 5:13, John 10:7, 9) 

C. Hypocatastasis - a _____________ in which the likeness is implied by a 

__________ naming. (Philippians 3:2, John 1:29, 21:17) 



D. Metonymy - the ______________ of one _________ for another (Prov. 12:18, 

Ps. 18:1, Mat. 3:5, Luke 16:29) 

E. Synecdoche - the ______________ of a part of something for the 

___________ or the whole for the part. (Luke 2:1, Prov. 1:16, Rom. 1:16) 

F. Personification - the ascribing of ____________ characteristics or actions 

to _____________ objects or ideas or to animals. (Is. 35:1, 55:12, 1 Cor. 15:55) 

G.  Anthropomorphism – the ascribing of ____________ characteristics or 

actions to _________. (Ps. 8:3, 31:2, 2 Chron. 16:9) 

H.  Zoomorphism – the ascribing of ____________ characteristics to 

__________ (Ps. 91:4, Job 16:9) 

I. Rhetorical Question – a question that does not require a ___________ 

response and is given to force the reader to ____________ in his mind and 

consider the implications of the answer. (Gen. 18:14, Luke 12:17, Mark 4:40) 

J. Hyperbole – an ___________________ or exaggeration for ___________. 

(Mat. 16:26, Acts 17:6, Ps. 6:6, Job 19:3) 

K. Litotes – an understatement or negative statement to express an affirmation 

(Acts 21:39, 27:20, 1 Cor. 15:9) 

L. Irony - a kind of _____________ expressed _____________ in the form of a 

compliment. (2 Sam. 6:20, 1 Cor. 4:8) 

M. Paradox – an apparent ______________ in terms. (1 Pet. 5:6, 1 Tim 5:6, Mat. 

16:25) 

N. Idiom - an expression peculiar to a given _____________ or to people in a 

certain _______________ location. (Mal. 1:2-3, Luke 14:26, Josh. 2:11, Lam. 2:16) 

 

IV.  Guidelines for Interpreting Figures of Speech 

A. _____________ if a figure of speech is involved 

B. Discover the ___________ and the _____________ in the figure of speech 

C. State the point of _______________ 

D. Do not ____________ a figure always ___________ the same thing 

E.  Use ____________ sense 


