
Wedding Preparations Guide 
The following instructions and guidelines describe a wedding conducted by a pastor of 

Faith Baptist Church and conducted at Faith Baptist using church facilities. 

Marriage License 

Important 

To perform the wedding, the pastor must receive the marriage license beforehand. The 

rehearsal will be the ideal time to do this. 

Instructions 

• You may obtain your license as early as 60 days before the ceremony and as late as 

24 hours beforehand. 

• You can begin the application process to receive a Marriage License online via "City 

Clerk Online.” 

• You and your prospective spouse must complete the process by appearing at the 

Office of the City Clerk in person, together and at the same time. 

• You should carefully read your Marriage License to make sure there are no mistakes. 

• For more information, visit http://www.cityclerk.nyc.gov/html/marriage/license.shtml. 

Music 
Choose traditional or classical music that emphasizes the sacredness and dignity of 

marriage. In most cases, please avoid pop and folk music. Coordinate your music 

selections, arrangements and other details with the music coordinator assigned by 

Pastor. 

Apparel 
Please choose apparel for the wedding party that follows biblical principles of modesty 

and distinction, upholding the purity, sacredness and dignity of marriage. 

Men 

Apparel should be formal. Tuxedos or suit and tie combinations are very appropriate. 

Ladies 

Apparel should provide an adequate covering, guarding against visual distraction 

throughout the ceremony (1 Timothy 2:9-10). Dresses are appropriate and should extend 

to the knee or lower, be generally loose and layered and should not be strapless or see-

through. For details, please collaborate with the wedding coordinator assigned by Pastor. 

Wedding Program 
You are responsible to prepare a wedding program that will be printed and provided for 

each guest on the day of the wedding. At a minimum, the program should include:  

• The order of ceremony 

• The names and relationships of the wedding party members and ushers 



• Your home address as a couple 

• The location of the reception and any related instructions 

• An expression of gratitude to parents, church, friends and guests for sharing in your 

wedding. 

Provide a sample of the program to the wedding coordinator assigned by Pastor (one 

week or sooner before wedding ceremony). If you would like help in designing this, the 

wedding coordinator may be able to recommend a church member who is able to help. 

The Complete Schedule 
Work together with Pastor and the wedding coordinator to produce a complete schedule 

of events for the day of rehearsal and the wedding day. This schedule should include: 

• Times for every important event 

• Photography plans (preferably before the wedding for most wedding party photos) 

• Locations for events off site 

• Adequate time for the wedding party, especially the bride and groom, the night before 

the ceremony ☺ 

Wedding Rehearsal 
All wedding participants (ushers, bridal party, musicians, pastors and other active 

participants) must be present.  

All decorations must be in place beforehand, including a gift and card reception table. 

Provide clear instructions for what your ushers are expected to do. 

• What seats will they reserve for families of the bride and groom?  

• Will they strictly observe the “bride’s side, groom’s side” pattern of seating the guests, 

or will they lead people to the best available locations?  

• Will ushers offer an arm to women guests in escorting them to their seats?  

• Where and when and by whom will the parents be seated?  

• Will all ushers participate in the bridal procession, or will one or two remain in the rear 

to respond to any emergencies?  

• Will ushers be asked to check details like heat, light, air-conditioning, or ventilation? 

Following the rehearsal dinner, the pastor will follow this rehearsal format, with the goal 

of providing an encouraging and efficient rehearsal that allows the wedding party to retire 

for the night at a reasonable time. 

• Read through the ceremony in total 

• Arrange the wedding party on the platform (and mark positions with electrical tape) 

• Rehearse the ceremony in total (including full processional, but only intros for each 

subsequent musical selection and only the first words of any speaking part) 

• Rehearse any elements that need to be repeated 

• Pray and dismiss 



Wedding Ceremony 
PRELUDE (while ushers seat guests) 

SEAT PARENTS (groom’s parents, then bride’s grandmother[s] and mother) 

AISLE RUNNER (optional) 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC (groomsmen enter, bridesmaids, then ring-bearer and flower 

girl) 

PROCESSIONAL (congregation stand and bride’s mother stands, bride and father enter) 

PRESENTATION OF BRIDE (by her father or designated representative: Pastor, “Who 

gives this daughter to be wedded to this man?”; father, “Her mother and I.”) 

ASCEND PLATFORM 

WELCOME/CALL TO WORSHIP 

Example: We are gathered here to worship God and to witness the marriage vows of 

__________ and __________ (full names). Let your light so shine before people that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Let us worship 

God. 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

CONGREGATION SEATED 

DECLARATION OF INTENT 

Example: “__________, will you take __________ to be your wife, and will you be faithful 

to her, love her, honor her, live with her, and cherish her, according to the commandments 

of God in holy marriage?” (Groom, “I do.) 

“__________, will you take __________ to be your husband, and will you be faithful to 

him, love him, honor him, live with him, and cherish him, according to the commandments 

of God in holy marriage?” (Bride, “I do.”) 

PRAYER 

SPECIAL MUSIC (optional) 

SCRIPTURES 

Examples: Gen. 2:18–23; Eccles. 4:19–21; Matt. 5:13–16; John 2:1; Eph. 5:21–33; Col. 

3:12–17; 1 John 4:7–12; Song of Songs 8:6–7. 

CHARGE TO THE COUPLE (Pastor, 7-10 minutes) 

 

 



VOWS 

For the Husband 

I __________ take you __________ to be my lawfully wedded wife, to have and to hold 

from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness, and in health, 

forsaking all others, to love and to cherish, until death do us part: according to God’s holy 

ordinance: and thereto I pledge you my faithfulness. 

For the Wife 

I __________ take you __________ to be my lawfully wedded husband, to have and to 

hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness, and in 

health, forsaking all others, to love, cherish, and to obey, till death us do part: according 

to God’s holy ordinance: and thereto I pledge you my faithfulness. 

RING 

• Pastor, “__________, what token do you give of your love?” 

• Groom, “A ring.” 

• Groom, “__________, as a symbol of my love and the vows I have made, I present 

you this ring, pledging my undying faithfulness and unconditional love; in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

• Pastor, “__________, what token do you give of your love?” 

• Bride, “A ring.” 

• Bride, “__________, as a symbol of my love and the vows I have made, I present 

you this ring, pledging my undying faithfulness and unconditional respect; in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

PRAYER 

Example: Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a symbol of the solemn vows by which this 

man and this woman have bound themselves to each other in holy matrimony, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRONOUNCEMENT 

Example: Forasmuch as __________ and __________ have consented together in holy 

union, and have witnessed the same before God and this congregation, and in so doing 

have given and pledged their vows to each other, and have declared the same by the 

giving and receiving of a ring, I now pronounce them man and wife together, in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, what God has joined 

together, let not man put asunder. Amen.” 

“__________, you may kiss your bride.” ☺ 



KISS 

RECESSIONAL 

DISMISS TO RECEPTION 

The Reception 
The reception will be a time of fellowship and celebration around the joy of your wonderful 

new union together. Music may be more festive, but please refrain from music that would 

undermine the sacredness of the occasion. Also, refrain from dancing, smoking and 

drinking alcohol (1 Peter 4:3-4). If the reception will occur in Faith Baptist facilities, please 

coordinate your musical selections with the music coordinator assigned by pastor. 

In addition to dining, consider providing a forum for family, friends and guests to share 

impromptu stories and testimonies about the bride and groom from past experiences. In 

all that you do, remember that you are providing an example for a young generation of 

children and teenagers in your church and providing a witness to the lost for the goodness 

of Jesus Christ. 

Clean Up 
Confirm with Pastor the names of people who will be cleaning up the church building 

following the ceremony. Ideally, this will be a combination of church and family members. 

The facilities must be returned to a clean, functioning condition no later than the day prior 

to the next church service or event. 


